
I’ve elected an MP. What happens now?
A general election presents the opportunity for the UK general public to pick the person they want to 
represent them in the House of Commons. The Fixed-term Parliaments Act legislates for an election 
at least every five years. Though, despite this, there have been three elections since the legislation 
was introduced in 2011. 

There are 650 MPs elected at a general election, each representing a constituencies in England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. There are a number of things that must happen between a 
vote being cast and Parliament being able to sit again.

Although 650 are elected, some MPs will refuse to take their seats. This includes 
members who are elected for Sinn Fein who run on a platform of not taking their seats 
in the House of Commons. They refuse to take their seats as they do not recognise the 

legitimacy of British sovereignty on the island of Ireland.

The largest party that is not in government will become the Official Opposition and will 
sit on the benches closest to the Speaker. Certain privileges are associated with being 

the official opposition. For example, they are able to ask six questions at Prime Ministers 
Questions. The next largest party can ask just two.

The very first thing  the House of Commons does after an election is elect a Speaker, 
without whom debating in the chamber cannot take place, and three deputies. They will be 

made up of two members of the governing party and two members of the opposition.  
 

The Speaker will renounce all previous party obligations when elected, however the 
deputies are permitted to remain party members.  

 
The Speaker and their deputies do not vote in the House of Commons unless there is 
a tie, where convention dictates they must always vote to maintain the status quo. The 
Speaker will be elected after each general election. If the incumbent Speaker wishes to 
continue, they will usually be re-elected unopposed. Historically, the role of the Speaker 

has switched between the two major parties.

Once the result of the election is clear, the Government and official opposition has to be 
formed. The Queen will normally call on the leader of the party who won the most seats 
in the general election, and would therefore be most likely to  have the confidence of the 

House of Commons, to form a government.

In the House of Commons, MPs from the governing party sit to the right of the Speaker’s 
chair and MPs in opposition to the left. In the event of a coalition, more than one party 

will sit on the government side and it does not have to be the largest party at the general 
election.


